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https://risehomestories.com/but-next-time/home/
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN EFFECTIVE AND EQUITABLE DISASTER RECOVERY SYSTEM



Recommendation 1:



Get Money to

People Faster.



Recommendation 1: 

Get money to people 

faster.







. 







Houma, Louisiana



Houston, Texas



Canovanas, Puerto Rico





Recommendation 2:



All Survivors 

Deserve Access

to a Full and Fair

Recovery.



While disasters are seen as affecting all 

survivors and communities equally, this is not 

true.26

Recommendation 2: All 

survivors deserve 

access to a full and fair 

recovery system that 

serves our 

communities equitably. 









Houston, Texas



d) Develop and implement guidance 

documents, trainings, and public 

communication

for less affluent homeowners' individual 

housing units, not as a reimbursement. 

:

a) Federal programs should 

to determine who is 

most impacted or at risk instead of 

property values. 

for federal 

infrastructure, disaster recovery, and 

hazard mitigation program

c) FEMA should require state and local 

governments to 



environmental justice, community social 

issues, and adequate access to essential 

services.

for a given 

area 



Houston, Texas



Recommendation 3:



Flood Insurance 

Should Work for 

Disaster Survivors, 

Not Against Them.



Recommendation 3: 

Flood insurance should 

work for disaster 

survivors, not against 

them.
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, not property value. 
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Manville, New Jersey



Recommendation 4:



Recovery

Does not Mean 

Everything Goes

Back to the Way 

It was Before.



Recommendation 4: 

Recovery does not 

mean everything 

returns to the way it 

was before; all 

communities and 

families should not only 

recover but be less 

vulnerable to future 

disasters.











New Jersey



Recommendation 5:



Disaster Reform

Must be Systemic.



The current disaster recovery system is based 

on outdated assumptions, which include: 
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Recommendation 5: 

Disaster Reform Must 

be Systemic



•

•

•





Atlantic City, New Jersey







Manville, New Jersey



http://www.fema.gov/pdf/recoveryframework/ndrf.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/rrr/dec_proc.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/media/fact_sheets/declaration_process.shtm
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-16-797.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-21-569t
https://goodmenproject.com/featured-content/how-hurricane-ian-and-other-disasters-are-becoming-a-growing-source-of-inequality-even-among-the-middle-class/
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https://www.usccr.gov/files/2022-09/2022-statutory-report-fema.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_equity-action-plan.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/07/climate/FEMA-race-climate.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/puerto-rico-crisis/no-deeds-no-aid-rebuild-homes-puerto-rico-s-reconstruction-n868396
https://www.npr.org/2018/03/20/595240841/unable-to-prove-they-own-their-homes-puerto-ricans-denied-fema-help
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/nearly-100-000-people-received-disaster-aid-under-a-new-equity-policy/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-569t.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-569t.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/plaws/publ136/PLAW-116publ136.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/plaws/publ260/PLAW-116publ260.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ2/PLAW-117publ2.pdf


https://www.npr.org/2019/03/05/688786177/how-federal-disaster-money-favors-the-rich
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_nac-report_11-2020.pdf
http://eelp.law.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/Equitiable-Disaster-Relief-Perls-Underwood-PDF.pdf
https://www.usccr.gov/files/2022-09/2022-Statutory-report-fema.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2022/09/21/hurricane-fema-poor-disabled-immigrants/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2021-flood-risk-redlining/
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article/66/3/448/5074453
https://fairsharehodev.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/State-of-Sandy-Recovery-2014.pdf


https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/07/climate/FEMA-race-climate.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.usccr.gov/files/2022-09/2022-statutory-report-fema.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/29/1004347023/why-fema-aid-is-unavailable-to-many-who-need-it-the-most
https://doi.org/10.1177/0275074019856122
https://www.nola.com/news/politics/article_b5077f8c-2b64-57f3-a4d9-792f67295c55.html
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/fema_bca_instructor-guide_unit-2.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/fema_bca_instructor-guide_unit-1.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/fema_bca_instructor-guide_unit-1.pdf
https://www.wnyc.org/story/christies-biggest-sandy-contractor-quietly-fired/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB100014241278873238082045790874209376302900
https://www.wsj.com/articles/sandy-relief-contractor-used-local-lawyer-in-its-bid-1379902277?tesla=y
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/05/nyregion/after-hurricane-sandy-a-rebuilding-program-is-hindered-by-its-own-construction.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/05/27/unfair-fema-climate-program-floods-00032080
https://www.fema.gov/grants/tools/benefit-cost-analysis


https://www.iii.org/sites/default/files/docs/pdf/triple-i_state_of_the_risk_floods_09302021.pdf
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aaac65/pdf
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/newsroom/press/menendez-fights-to-keep-flood-insurance-affordable
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210401/fema-updates-its-flood-insurance-rating-methodology-deliver-more-equitable
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2022/03/09/home-mortgage-and-insurance-systems-encourage-development-in-climate-risky-places-and-we-all-pay-the-price/
https://www.fema.gov/glossary/flood-zones
https://floodcoalition.org/2021/09/flood-insurance-and-risk-rating-2-0-everything-you-need-to-know-in-five-minutes/
https://riskcenter.wharton.upenn.edu/riskrating2-0/
https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/community-rating-system
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/08/29/where-harvey-is-hitting-hardest-four-out-of-five-homeowners-lack-flood-insurance/
https://riskcenter.wharton.upenn.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/WRCib2018_Flood-Insurance-in-Puerto-Rico.pdf
https://www.forbesindia.com/article/news/hurricane-ians-toll-is-severe-lack-of-insurance-will-make-it-worse/80223/1


https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/416301-fixing-the-national-flood-insurance-program/
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/20200220/fey-enfomasyon-akizisyon-pwopriyete-apre-yon-inondasyon#:~:text=The%20decision%20to%20offer%20buyouts,state%20and%2For%20local%20government
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/10/nyregion/hurricane-sandy-damage-geb-hirise-engineering.html
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/newsroom/press/video-menendez-my-goal-is-to-make-the-flood-insurance-program-simple-affordable-fair-efficient-accountable-to-consumers-and-taxpayers
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-17-36
https://consumerfed.org/profiting-off-disaster/
https://www.npr.org/2016/05/24/478868270/business-of-disaster-insurance-firms-profited-400-million-after-sandy
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/homesec/R45999.pdf
https://riskcenter.wharton.upenn.edu/lab-notes/riskratingburt/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/29/climate/hurricane-ian-flood-insurance.html#:~:text=Toll%20Is%20Severe.-,Lack%20of%20Insurance%20Will%20Make%20It%20Worse.,struggle%20to%20rebuild%2C%20experts%20warn
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/53307
https://www.brinknews.com/flooding-and-the-economics-of-risk-reduction/


https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2022/01/05/climate-disasters-2021-fires/
https://www.nibs.org/projects/natural-hazard-mitigation-saves-2019-report
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/rebuilt-new-orleans-levees-saved-lives-and-property/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-18-472.pdf
https://thegrio.com/2021/08/30/hurricane-ida-covid-19-resilience-permanent-state/
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fy15_HMA_Guidance.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2019/03/05/688786177/how-federal-disaster-money-favors-the-rich
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1101425
https://www.ayudalegalpuertorico.org/publicaciones/


https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/D481.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-08-29/ida-path-through-cancer-alley-raises-risks-at-chemical-plants
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-569t.pdf
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/double-disaster-wildfires-followed-by-extreme-rainfall-are-more-likely-with-climate-change/
https://www.npr.org/2017/09/08/549279078/with-harvey-and-now-irma-federal-funds-and-fema-are-put-to-the-test
https://greatcities.uic.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/After-the-Storm_Theodore_2017.pdf
https://www.app.com/story/news/investigations/2017/10/25/crooked-contractors-background-checks-superstorm-sandy-part-2/785162001/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/06/us/fema-contract-puerto-rico.html
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-569t.pdf
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/most-states-are-failing-on-building-codes-fema-says/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/officials-warn-of-complacency-ahead-of-hurricane-season/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-15-515.pdf
https://newjerseyrp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/long-road-home-101717.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-569t.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/03/973054080/potholes-grid-failures-aging-tunnels-and-bridges-nations-infrastructure-gets-a-c
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/state-us-infrastructure


https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/icymi-opportunities-for-fema-to-enhance-our-nations-resiliency-through-iija-funds/


Community Development Block Grant for 

Mitigation (CDBG-MIT): 

Disaster: 

Building Resilient Infrastructure and 

Communities Program (BRIC): 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG): 

Community Development Block Grant for 

Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR): 



Disaster Recovery Center (DRC): 

Disaster Supplemental Assistance Program (D-

SNAP): 

Equality and Equity: 

Fair Market Value: 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA): 

FEMA Critical Needs Assistance (CNA): 

FEMA’s Individuals and Households Program 

(IHP): 



FEMA Other Needs Assistance (ONA): 

FEMA Public Assistance (PA): 
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FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program 

(HMGP): 

FEMA Individual Assistance: 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD): 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP): 

Small Business Administration (SBA): 

Social Vulnerability Index (SoVI): 

The Stafford Act: 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP): 



STORM SURVIVORS AUTHORS

CONTACTS FOR THIS REPORT

EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS




